The Two Sudans : Some Aspects of the South
journey north, and recall how the Arab, Abu Sa'ud,
flogged a chief to death for failing to provide sufficient
children for the trade. Not only was the country de-
populated, but the extirpation of the cattle in some parts
was so thorough that it lasts until to-day, many tribes
who formerly had large herds being left with hardly a
single head, while the consequent growing up of the bush
and enlargement of the tse-tse areas makes restocking
almost impossible.
Their one positive, though incidental, achievement was
the stopping of the north-easterly expansion of the Zande.
That warlike and well-organised nation had been eating
up tribe after tribe and without the advent of the "Turks"
might well have penetrated to the sudd.
Meanwhile another factor had appeared upon the scene.
The scramble for "Africa" had begun and in about 1882
the International Association of the Congo, soon to become
the Congo Free State, had been founded, " for the purpose
of promoting civilisation and commerce of Africa and for
other humane and benevolent purposes." Its blue flag
with the golden star was soon pressing northwards, and
by about 1890 the Belgians were in conflict with the
Dervishes under Arabi Baf a'allah. In 1896 Chaltin stormed
Rejaf and the Belgian power was established in what came
to be known as the Lado Enclave. In 1898 Marchand,
who had his headquarters at Fort Desaix, the modern
Wau, made his marvellous journey through the Nile
swamps to Fashoda. An expedition under Clochette and
Bonchamps was to have co-operated with him via Abys-
sinia and the Sobat, but all perished. Then came the
reconquest of the Sudan and the gradual extension of
settled government. Bang Leopold died in 1910 and the
Lado Enclave reverted to the Sudan. Uganda had been
pressing northwards during the Mahdia, and her furthest
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